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Wall St. Journal news clip
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COPYRIGHT REQUIREMENTS

- ORIGINAL

NOT COPIED

- LONG TIME LIMIT

AUTHOR’S LIFE + 70 YEARS

- AUTOMATIC RIGHT

CAN (and should) REGISTER

BUT AUTOMATIC

- NOTICE SYMBOL

Copr.  or ©

Like we said ©. Don't even think of copying this!



#1 - The "Casper Milktoast" Approach

a/k/a The Required Notice (after 3-1-89)

Nothing is required! 

Like we said ©. Don't even think of copying this!



#2 - The "Felix Unger" Approach

a/k/a The minimum Santangelo recommends

© 2016* Luke Santangelo
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#3 - The "Clint Eastwood" Approach

a/k/a The "Go Ahead, Make My Day" Approach

FBI WARNING!

This material is protected under the copyright laws of the United 

States and is licensed for individual use only.  Any copying, 

reproduction, or other use of any portion without the written 

permission of the author is strictly prohibited.  Federal law 

provides for both civil and criminal penalties for copyright 

infringement.  Criminal copyright infringement is investigated by 

the FBI and may be punishable by a penalty of up to five years in 

prison and/or a $250,000 fine.

© 2016* Luke Santangelo. All Rights Reserved. 
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REAL WORLD
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Copyrights
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Trademarks: names symbols slogans 
shapes

Like we said ©. Don't even think of copying this!



TRADEMARK ASPECTS

-NON-DESCRIPTIVE IDENTIFIER

NOT GENERIC; SUGGESTIVE OK

SPECIFIC GOODS ONLY

-TIMING

FIRST COME, FIRST SERVE

CAN LAST FOREVER

-AUTOMATIC RIGHT

CAN REGISTER (or swiss cheese)

BUT AUTOMATIC

-NOTICE SYMBOL

™     or    ® 
Like we said ©. Don't even think of copying this!
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YOU BE THE JURY

PROFILE ®

vs.

Land O’Lakes
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Get in the secret Club

Copyrights

Like we said ©. Don't even think of copying this!



Trade Secrets+ processes+ ingred+ 
software
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I’d tell you, but then 

I’d have to kill you.
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Patents

Trademarks Trade Secrets

Get in the pat. pend. Club

Copyrights
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Utility & Design Patents examples
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Collapsible Strucure patent
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PATENT REQUIREMENTS

- NEW

NOVEL, NOT OBVIOUS*

- TIME LIMITS

MUST APPLY BEFORE 

OTHERS (new law)

LASTS 20* YEARS

- GOVERNMENTAL ALLOWANCE

MUST APPLY; NOT AUTOMATIC

- NOTICE SYMBOL

Pat. Pend. or US Pat. 5685076*

Like we said ©. Don't even think of copying this!



Stand patent example

Like we said ©. Don't even think of copying this!



Perceived Value: Raw-Issued

Raw Idea

Patentable

Patent 

Pending

Issued 

Patent

PERCEIVED VALUE

Like we said ©. Don't even think of copying this!



PCT Patent example
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Benefits:

✓ Protect your business

✓ Enhance value

Pitfalls:

✓ Requires awareness

✓ Infringement (even if unintentional)

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 

BENEFITS & PITFALLS

Like we said ©. Don't even think of copying this!



Patents:

✓ Be creative

✓ Do a search (idea-asset.com “references”)

✓ File first!

Trademarks: 

✓ Be creative

✓ Do a search (idea-asset.com “references”)

✓ Use ™ symbol

Copyrights:

✓ Be creative

✓ Don’t copy

✓ Use © symbol

Trade Secrets:

✓ Use an NDA

✓ Use “confidential” label

PRACTICE TIPS

Like we said ©. Don't even think of copying this!
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How to use Public PAIR on the USPTO website
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