
Small Business Grant 
Rescue Program
City of Aurora   
Laurie Womer- Small Business Specialist



The Program
Portal for Applying Open

Types of Grants:
• Start-Up Business - Business for at least 6 months 

(April 2020- Dec 2021) 
$5K each

• Existing Business - 2 Yrs or more (start by March 
2020 or prior)

$10K each 
*processed first come first serve



Start-Up Business Uses
Use of Proceeds 

• Start-up capital
• Operations
• Marketing
• Tenant finish
• Inventory
• Equipment
• Future expenses, not past

(OK for current debt payments)
• No Tax Payments



Start-Up Eligibility
NOT ELIGIBLE
• Self Employed & Sole Proprietors NOT

functioning as a business
• Newer post-pandemic businesses (must start 

BEFORE Jan 1, 2022)
• Under 6 months in Operations & Sales between 

April 1, 2020 and June 30, 2022

ELIGIBLE
• Home-based businesses 



Start Up Requirements
• Business have started between April 2020- Dec 2021

• 6 months of Operations & Sales between April 1, 2020 and June 30, 2022
• Registered with the Secretary of State/Certificate of Good Standing 

• Valid City of Aurora business & sales tax licenses (if selling products), will need License # 
and date

• No outstanding sales taxes and/or fees owed to City of Aurora
• If applicable, business representative must fill out an Affidavit of Lawful Presence(if do not 

have Social Securities & Green Cards)
• Aurora Business address
• Minimum one employee/ includes owner (single-member LLC owners OK)



Start Up Documents
Required: 
SOS (Secretary of State) - Certificate of Good Standing 
https://www.coloradosos.gov/

AND 
ONE of the following

• Biz Bank Statements for at least 6 mo, show revenues and/or 
expenditures

• Proof of business transactions for minimum 6 mo (receipts, 
business credit card transactions, invoices, POS or merchant 
reports, payments to vendors or payroll)



Good Standing Cert



Certificate



Existing Business Eligibility
NOT ELIGIBLE
• Self Employed & Sole Proprietors NOT

functioning as a business
• Under 2 years in Business (After March 2020) 

ELIGIBLE
• Home-based businesses 



Existing Business Uses
USE of proceeds: 

• Working capital
• Operations
• Tenant finish
• Marketing
• Inventory
• Personnel/Payroll
• Equipment
• Business Debt
• Future expenses, not past

(OK for current debt payments)
• No Tax Payments
• Pay of 1099 Contractors



Existing Biz Reasons For Need

HAVE:
• Been impacted by supply chain issues
• Shifted model in response to the pandemic
• NOT been able to return to pre-pandemic 

levels of sales/number of customers
• NOT been able to fully re-staff



Existing Biz Considerations
WILL be Considered:
• Home-based businesses
• Independent businesses under a franchise

WILL NOT be Considered:
• Self Employed and Sole Proprietors who are not 

functioning as a business



Existing Biz Requirements
• In business since March 2020 or prior (2 years)
• Secretary of State/Certificate of Good Standing on or before March 2020  
• Valid City of Aurora business & sales tax licenses (if selling products) will need License 

# and date
• Aurora Business address
• No outstanding sales taxes and/or fees owed to City of Aurora
• Annual Gross Revenue up to $ 5M (total revenue) AND

• Net Revenue of $ 350,000 or less (all sales minus all expenses)
• High Sales, but may have high costs due to pandemic, that losing money

• Min 1 employee, no more than 100 combined FTE & PTE  (W2) in 2020 and/or 2021



Existing Biz Documents
Required
SOS - Certificate of Good Standing
https://www.coloradosos.gov/

AND 
ONE of the following:
• Profit & Loss (Income Statement)- 2020 and/or 2021 
• Bank Statements – 4 consecutive quarters from 2020-2022
• Schedule C - 2020 and/or 2021

*showing both Net less than $350,000 AND Gross less than $5 M for EITHER 2020 or 2021



All Applicants Must
Agree:

• to keep receipts, proof of purchase, & all expenditures related to the grant 
for 3 years, in case of audit

• to report business impact metrics 2022/2023, when contacted by the City
• Metrics:  jobs created, jobs retained, increase in sales

Sign:
Grant agreement which states all info provided is accurate & funds received will 
be spent for the purposes of the grant or money will have to be returned



Not Eligible (Both)
• Large National Corporation with revenue over $ 5 million
• Marijuana, CBD and Hemp (medical and recreational)
• Businesses offering adult services or products (i.e. adult bookstores) 
• Multi-Level marketing/pyramid
• Real Estate investment firms 
• Businesses engaged in speculation and illegal activities
• Gambling
• Businesses primarily engaged in political or lobbying activities    



Application (Both)
OPENING DATE Jun 27 at 8am
1. Start Portal Access Request on City of Aurora

• AuroraGov.org/ARPAGrants
• Email authentication through Microsoft, if email associated with an MS account, 

know password.  If not, you will be prompted to set up during process

2. Wait for “Invitation to Apply” email (up to 2 days) from
noreply@notifications.claconnect.com.  Once received, apply ASAP

3. Fill out the application & sign, then upload documents in portal 
• application complete at this point

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gxLjiCosfN2nx2PgD0AfbZoQMPy8yxSD-mhDvB90ZDklcb1tlCU-gwoQMLV0yYYjCqNbag7ByZTu2o6GT8_EjXlTouBZ0GnvWeDj0pkdDp5lFg1ZKap_74TsOKCRDui1l_ETTo7O8YwZqUO0x_0eu5FQi5-T8GYAlelNG83nuS3DeppZDL1dGbTmCTAv0zSNREYsqzq4EiJwZQ-XVRVwAA==&c=r1eK9xFgmaVIQFe-0qrlzld5gC7fILojydzozRe3MeU15elGfRJalw==&ch=Q3NUkDU2ZoIOpfljpPnlHrwgCMkYvRWYOyu1J_qSQetjbNjo5Q06Qg==__;!!IxwSgPkRNrzx!vBBp5zwUqh01Yu3nLy1XUDegU2MDVuKlxXsqAHkSyapZB1GOtp5CHvCDLTRpFDcMNLKTrTFp7mGNePD1GMmvwRKr$
mailto:noreply@notifications.claconnect.com


Microsoft Account

https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/what-is-a-microsoft-
account-4a7c48e9-ff5a-e9c6-5a5c-1a57d66c3bfa



Review & Approval (Both)
1. Application reviewed by City of Aurora Tax & 

Licensing 
• If delinquent, will receive a denial

2. If Grant approved, notification emailed & agreement 
posted in portal to be signed

3. Checks sent out 
• Up to 6 weeks after agreement signed

**Total Time from access to check up to 10 weeks**



Timeline (Both)
•Portal Open June 27 - July 15
•Applications reviewed 1st come 1st 
serve

•Have documents available for upload 
on device applying

•12 mo from signed agreement to 
spend proceeds



Application & Uploads (Both)
•During application process, information will not be 
saved until application complete

•Application saved in DRAFT until documents 
uploaded

•You will be placed in review queue once 
documents uploaded







Access Completion



Portal & Application Support 

FAQs at top of Portal Page

ARPAGrants@auroragov.org 

720.892.0620



• One-on-One Business Consulting
(Free and confidential; By appointment only)

• Business Educational Webinars & Events
• Business Resource Referrals

All services offered in English and Spanish

SBDC Services (Virtual)



Business Support
Register for SBDC Services:

One-on-One Consulting
www.Aurora-SouthMetroSBDC.com/consulting

Ph: 303-326-8686
info@aurora-southmetrosbdc.com

http://www.aurora-southmetrosbdc.com/
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